Ay
L oy

by

(s

-~
)







so. But this jsp't a);
it A S e g ey b
e f}"f{::;;,'-b‘ff!@fg:- el }Ae::&‘-r.fg."_,,"‘

chigan WMEF, som

bodycomatostandm for the person”
themselves. For €xample if [

P e T E Y e Lk R Y DT ek g .

ot - e 7 R o L7 % D
et oy e, AR : W e
T A S I R SRR L
e Eo g

Ve never been, Tty 1o pituns what & o

st bo ke, SR

orliblc, casy. It must be an

for

gender-queer folks—but ey f
m ~ody, gh xicd oot O
2 T Wl w;“‘ gt Vi BV ¥
i e RN iy
i*;i?&’;-ﬁaé“ﬁ‘%g}%f Pl de g PPN




.- ~undergone sex reassignment surgery (SRS), their bidy is likely to produce & great deal of anxidty tihotig” ~ o
certain non-trans folks. People become really upset because one of the major systems that organizes our
cultures and societies—binary gender—is being disrupted, and they don't know where to place that person
and that body! Lots of times it’s hard to tell, though, with gender-queer folks, which of us are pre-op, post-
op, or non-op. People don’t know what's underneath the clothing, and just judge it as freakish, unnatural,
something fearsome. They become obsessed with “which”(of two options) type of genitals the person
possesses. This is assuming that thers are ~aly two possibilitiss (there are many, many possibilities!!) that

ne can be bemn with or that ooe -z create for themsetves, WE NEED "0 START THINKING ON
MORE COMPLEX TERMS. u.;oa..:smconsmmi,bc.nbythcpr&WO*l"h hem and by . }
society, by history. Thatspmofwhyauﬂmusohﬁd—whcnwemchaﬂmmﬁﬂldﬂmabdyﬂl e

self, we n:challcngmg centuries of h:story, we rechallengmg science, medicine, things that oursocu:ty A

regards asunwavenng truth.

S 5y ‘—xff A SRS
But eveq'one constructs their body mtcunona.lly 1ot just trans peoplc People dress in particular W— 7
that either accentuate or hide specific body parts, people wear their hair in different ways, people move in
different ways. Those are ways of making a body, of constructing a self that other people look at En}i :hen Ml
decide specific things about that person. It really bothers me that the line is often drawn between g
transsexual bodies (considered operated or to be operated on, against nature, threatening) and non- _.-< ;-
transsexual bodies (considered natural, normal, non-threatening, and unintentional). If T was born fe.male
and have not surgically altered my body, then I can enter the gates of MWMF (assuming I have thex %
money). But maybe this does not feel comfortable to me, because [ know my having what peoplesec asa
- _“natural” and “safe” body relies on them seeing it and me as female, girl, woman. Does this mmlﬁm*,q Ruars;
comfortably mhabit the category “woman”, even if that designation may be uncomfortable or ill-fitting to~
_me? Does it mean I need to undergo SRS in order to be considered something other than a woman? Or e
" does the woman-born-woman policy at Michigan mean, as Minnie Bruce Pratt asks, “that if you are 50 ;
¥ £ema.lc you are a.lways a woman”“ (fmm herbook S/HE) Bl TR
¥ "; " B l [ i 3
Whenyousu'ipmedownmnothmg,ﬂm'snotmybody Thatswha.tadoctorwoulddo ascxennst—wﬂ
me I am my body, examine my body and dictate to me what it means. But I take the power to name my
own body. I say my body consists ofd:cd:mgslp\nonlr,theﬂnmgsldoto1ttomakcnmmc,tomkc1t
safer for me, to make me better able to live in it. As someone who’s gender queer, my body feels best when
its incoherent. The idea of a coherent body, of a body that is at home in a gender, feels uncomfortable to
me—it feels incomplete. My comfort comes in ambigmity. Inmmgmybodymmnhomﬂymmmy &
comphamdldmnry——myboynus myqueu'ncss mydykmm my fagness. ,
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'l"ln: reason why we are here is to convince the lcadcr!hlp of
the Testival (o allow transgendercd womyn on to the land. Yet,
_ il you were to look at the participants at CampTrans, you will
: " notice that most are, (o borrow a phrase, womyn-bom-womyn.
* '+ They can come onto the land with no quesuons(A!ll they “
_..u:.nu and enjoy the fesuval) yet they are invoived @h ?'.z‘ '
d\:tﬂu:. Why is that? & 3 4,,,&&{ & )
% 2% The rcasons are varied and \n:ry complex. Tyou waceio -
ut:i; Aalk 1o the different wmnyn (tramgcm}md oroﬁﬁ'ﬁ'sc}“ S ‘1
[¥275i get “different and in many cases, contrahctnry reason. YL
=That is because there are many ideas and causes under the “"",-”
R - lnm;_.um!t.rul issue. One ol the bu__gcﬂ umlcrf" ing ideas i is *i
“‘llu: very definition of being a womyn.  “3 -}‘*'}f-‘,:r- Ly :“
_Right here 1 will : admit to p.unlmg ‘with a hrush b’ut L
B plt..l.‘il. hear wilh me. MWMF was l'oundeﬁmng the mld
(42 -70%s, atime when not unly wcrc ‘most men wcn.jmshle lo ____-f j
[t ksbl-m evenls, 50 w;.rc many SIr:u!,hl wmnm'fhal ] nulrlo -3
;sny that is not the case now.). It took 2 lol ul'cuafﬂge to gel
| "»k-:cveuu like this going and to keep it gomg“’ e of e of the |de1s“ S
--(ll:ll as put forth was the idea the traits llml werc ere called
e '“s‘;c‘.-uumnc were what made wmnyn wcak _\yc_l"c “J Il!e s 5
S superior iraits. There was nol a change in how w ‘n nyn wen& i
defined, just a change in how these traits were perceived. l1m
" helped 1o créate an eivironment where young womynTnJ e
"« = imore freedom to explore gender, both male and female, am] (L
I's "' “Tpu.k and choose how they would like lo expt‘égs themselves. Lo
.. Now you have young womyn who act in ways that the older
|, lesbians have hard time relating to. What we have are_
. different gem.muon\ who actually have had different
. experiences coming out. The older lesbians had to create on
_+- the [Ty the systems that we now have. The younger dykes
Vb 2 *Z-were able (o bencfit from these actions. Sadiy, some of the
: *‘,;"oldet lesbians fcel threatened by the changes they were able to
-+ make while the younger dykes feel that the okler lesbians area ~ °
3 "bit too inflexible. We need to work past | :‘I:Pcre areioo
Emany go n mksurun'wlgec"@"_”:;j
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,"“Bak {o the main point, the womyn in CampTrans are the

Rdaughters of the founders of MWMF. They Bave n6 desire (0
troy all of the elTun that went into the 1 m:nnhmmg the ~ J

R event. They just desire that all of the ur guestions \g

‘é&_ ( gender to be addressed. That is no small task. If . 1
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Prees RELCASE From qenderPac Afhw T 2000

[HART, MI : 12 Aug 00] EIGHT YOUNG ATTENDEES. variously identifying as trannie boys, bovdyke,
FTM. and lesbian were evicted from the Michigan Womyn's Music Festival (MWMF) this Saturday
evening afier they refused to meet the Festival's "womyn-born womyn only” policy. The eight were
members of an ad-hoc Chicago group called the "Camp Trans Planning Committee" and the Boston and
Chicago chapters of the Lesbian Avengers.

More than 60 gender activists from these groups plus members of Transexual Menace, supportive
attendees, and renowned activist Dana Rivers gathered across the road from the Festival this vear to do
ouireach and education on what theyv viewed as a discriminatory policy being unfairly applied. Said one.
"Half the women in there are butch, boy, or, or FTM identified and wouldn't be able to say they were
‘womyn-born womyn' if asked."

Past evictions had focused narrowly on transgender women and the eight's expulsion marks the first time
the "womyn-born womyn only" policy has been used against trannie boys. boydykes. FTM's, Lesbian
Avengers and young gender-variant women. It was widely viewed by most observers as turning a new page
in the escalating conflict over the policy's application.

As thousands of attendees looked on during dinner in the Festival's huge dining area. the young activists
held aloft signs declaring themselves a variety of identities, including "bov." "FTM." "intersex". "drag
queen."” and "transwoman." When they called for diners to join them in a public show of support. more than
three hundred stepped forward to stand with them for almost an hour before Festival Security arrived to
evict them.

Security escorted the eight to the Main Gate, cut off their attendance wristbands. refused their request for
refunds, and expelled them from the grounds.

Their action was a direct challenge to Festival owner Lisa Vogel's latest attempt to clarify the policy widely
criticized as vague and misleading: a flier handed out at the entrance which threatened that any attendee
who "self- declared" as an FTM or MTF transexual or otherwise not being "a womyn-born womyn" would
be refused a ticket and face involuntary expulsion.

The new statement was viewed by many as amounting to "Don't Ask, Don't Tell.” and indeed. at noon on
Friday as four police officers apparently summoned by the Festival watched on amid scores of attendees.
one transgender women who openly identified herself was denied entrance while several others who did not
identify themselves were allowed to buy tickets and enter. By prior agreement, none were among those

who held signs and risked eviction.

But all were from among sixty mostly-young gender activists with names like Casey, Gunner, and Jack
who variously identified as boyz. andros, trannie boys, lesbian, bi, FTM. girlz, boychick. femme, stone-
butch, or simply "queer" who held a series of workshops and discussion groups on the "Don't Ask Don't
Tell" gender policy. This year's "Camp Trans" culminated in a live music show with lights, sound. and
stage set up by Chicago-based "Camp Trans Planning Committee."

The Festival's first expulsion occurred in 1991 when attendee Nancy Burkholder and a friend were both
forcibly evicted after she identified herself in a workshop as a transgender woman.

Since then, in 1993, '94. and '99 gender activists. Avengers and members of Transexual Menace have
camped out on public property across from the Festival's Main Gate to hold "Camp Trans," this year more
inclusively also called "GenderCamp 2000."

Said one activist, "Vogel's policy towards transexuals is now the same as the US military's towards
homosexuals. But 'Don't Ask Don't Tell' only works when the target group collaborates by remaining silent.
Well, we aren't silent. We don't identify as 'womyn-born womyn' -- we don't know what it even means or
why it should be used against us or our trannie
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MWMEF Facet Sheet

A few things you may not know about the Michigan
Womyn’s Music Festival:

1) The “womyn-born-womyn only” policy was
created about 15 years ago in response to pressure
from trans people and their allies. There are TONS of
trans people that attend the festival every year, but
risk being thrown out if they “reveal” their identity.

2) Because of the high costs and segregationist
policies of MWMF, many women including mothers,
women of color, folks who practice BDSM and
working class and poor women do not or cannot
attend.

3) The Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival is a FOR
PROFIT INSTITUTION. The sole owner is Lisa
Vogel. This information was found out by simply
calling the MWMF phone line. No matter how many
people want change, it is her final decision. At
MWMF, MONEY TALKS! How much do you think

-1t costs to put on the fest? Where does the rest go?

+—_—DZ$U u+xps—»m_, and more than ks .‘..D“

simon strikeback, dee, ruth, mckay, Casey
margaret; josh, ame | Kate, jefF, gnat, eli; linda, mdyx,
rachagl, gunner, stacey, al| the boston Kids, all the rockin’

contribuors, everyona who showad up o CT, and everyong,
else o helped out along the woy.
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pronoun theory.

i question the accuracy and necessity of gender-
specific pronouns in communication. if someone's
gender is identified and communicated through other
signifiers as they choose, and we are sensitive enough
to other people's gender identities to pay attention
to the gender they wish to be perceived as, are
"accurate" male and female pronouns needed? we need
something to break up the awkwardness of pronounless
speech (sam went to the store. sam got some plums in
aisle one and sam got spinach 1n aisle two. sam waited
in line to pay. then sam went home.), but do pronouns
truly need to match up to the appropriate gender?

i advocate destroying gendered pronouns
altogether. sam went to the store. he got some plums
in aisle one and she got spinach in aisle two. he
waited in Tine to pay. then she went home. it takes no
ammzﬁzm out of what is being communicated, nor does it
invalidate the gender identity of the subject. for
people whose gender identities have been consistently
disregarded or misunderstood by others, i realize that
the idea of being referred to with pronouns that don't
match their genders could feel somewhat negative. it
is necessary that we are actively conscious of the
pronouns we use to reference others, not making
assumptions about anyone's gender identity/pronoun
preference and consciously changing our speech
patterns once we are aware of someone's preference. i
am speaking idealistically, because it isn't fair to
ask anyone to give up their gendered pronouns until
they feel their gender is truly recognized, but it is
moamn:¢:m to consider.

i Find bigendered/nongendered pronouns (s/he,
hir, et cetera) to be clumsy and Aiaﬁnﬁzw. though they
might be recognized within small parts of the queer
community, they are not understood by most people, and
thus cut off a great deal of needed communication
about trans identity and politics with those who have
no base understanding of the issues involved. i don't

feel 1ike they create a solution in or out of the

queer community.

if we can teach ourselves to validate people's
genders by honestly <mddamﬂﬂzw them, rather than
simply shifting our language for the sake of
politeness, gendered pronouns would not longer be a
valid or necessary means of communicating or Timiting
gender. (ruth oppenheim-rothschild.)




